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Abstract
Recently, many graduate education programs from various universities in the US have increasingly received more applications from international students around the world. Although Vietnam has many talented students with outstanding academic performance, the number of Vietnamese applicants for Master and PhD is limited compared to other countries like China, India and South Korea. Previous research have shown that international students often confront more challenges than domestic students on applying and getting admission from the graduate school. For example, previous study found that obtaining funding/support, being accepted into the program, or getting U.S. VISA are some of the most concerns of international students. Also, research indicated that simply understanding the admission process is a dominant theme of international students which have discouraged them to start the applications. These issues have motivated us to prepare a seminar for Vietnamese students in order to discuss and address their difficulties.
The purpose of the seminar is to discuss and provides essential information and preparations which can help Vietnamese students applying for Master and PhD programs at the University of Florida. We will explain the admission process and discuss important skills of a research scholar which are often overlooked or misunderstood by international students (e.g. academic writing). We also discuss some common academic and practical concerns of international students such as “What skills US professor seeks from Ph.D. applicants?”, “What does an academic career look like?”, “How many types of funding, scholarship available for Vietnamese students?”, “How to study GRE, Toefl iBT, Ielts?”.
The seminar will focus on young engineering students (first- and second-year) and suggest an achievable plan which allows them to have sufficient time to prepare for the application later. It will also cover ongoing research and available funding opportunities at the University of Florida that could be of interests to third- to fifth-year students and young lecturers who are ready for Ph.D. application. Any Vietnamese students who are interested in pursuing a Ph.D. degree in the U.S. are encouraged to participate. We also encourage students outside of the engineering programs such as mathematics, statistics, or physics to participate in the seminars. We aim at providing effective presentations and communication with Vietnamese students in both Vietnamese and English.
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Speaker
	[image: ]Denise R. Simmons, Ph.D., PE, LEED-AP, is an associate professor in the Department of Civil and Coastal Engineering in the Herbert Wertheim College of Engineering at the University of Florida. She holds a B.S., M.S., and Ph.D. in civil engineering and a graduate certificate in engineering education – all from Clemson University. She has over ten years of construction and civil engineering experience working for energy companies and as a project management consultant.
Dr. Simmons has extensive experience leading and conducting multi-institutional, workforce-related research and outreach. She is a leader in research investigating the competencies professionals need to compete in and sustain the construction workforce. Dr. Simmons oversees the Simmons Research Lab (www.denisersimmons.com), which is home to a dynamic, interdisciplinary mix of graduate researchers and postdoctoral researchers who work together to explore human, technology and society interactions to transform civil engineering education and practice with an emphasis on understanding hazard recognition, competencies, satisfaction, personal resilience, organizational culture, training, informal learning and social considerations. The broader impact of this work lies in achieving and sustaining safe, productive, and inclusive project organizations composed of engaged, competent and diverse people.  The SRL is supported by multiple research grants totaling $2.5M, including a CAREER award, funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF). The Faculty Early Career Development (CAREER) Program is National Science Foundation's most prestigious award in support of early-career faculty who have the potential to serve as academic role models in research and education and to lead advances in the mission of their department or organization​. 
Dr. Simmons is a former project director of the Summer Transportation Institute (STI) at South Carolina State University and Savannah River Environmental Sciences Field Station (SRESFS). Both programs were aimed at recruiting, retaining and training women and minorities in transportation, environmental science and engineering and natural resources-related fields of study. As SRESFS director, she led a board composed of 29 colleges and universities and earned $2.2M in funding.

	[image: ]Dr. Khiem Tran is an associate professor at the University of Florida, USA. He received his BS degree in civil engineering from the National University of Civil Engineering in Vietnam, and his MS and Ph.D. degrees in civil engineering from the University of Florida in Gainesville, FL, USA. Dr. Tran’s research interests mostly focus on geophysical testing for material imaging and characterization at various scale lengths from millimeters to hundreds of meters, as well as foundation dynamics for assessment of pile/shaft integrity and capacity. His research program has been funded by the National Science Foundation, Federal Highway Administration, US Army Corps of Engineers, State Departments of Transportation, and industries for more than $2.0 M in last six years. The funded research has addressed challenging engineering related problems,  such as geotechnical site characterization, detection of embedded voids (sinkholes, mine workings), evaluation of buried objects (unknown foundations, bridge abutments), as well as foundation monitoring. Dr. Tran has published 25 peer-reviewed journal papers in the above research areas. He currently serves as Associate Editor for ASCE Journal of Bridge Engineering. More information about his research can be found at https://www.essie.ufl.edu/home/ttk

	[image: ]Dr. Anh Chau is a is a postdoctoral associate at the Simmons Research Lab of Dr. Denise R. Simmons located in the Department of Civil and Coastal Engineering at the University of Florida. He earned a B.S. in civil engineering at HCM University of Technology in Vietnam. He holds both M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in civil engineering from the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa. He interested in studying the applications of decision support systems that help people harness the information contained in large database and develop strategic plan. His current work includes the exploration of out-of-class involvement, affective engagement, and learning outcomes of engineering students. One of his current papers describes the initial development of a decision support system that displays a personalized spider chart to an engineering student depicting her/his levels of development of several professional competencies and the specific out-of-class activities that the student can further develop her/his competencies.
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